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Today in Mark’s Gospel we encounter the sons of Zebedee, James and John, requesting a 

favor from Jesus. While Jesus’ teaching of the kingdom has nothing to do with worldly 

power or possession, Zebedee’s sons, with their limited imagination of who Jesus is and 

to what the kingdom of God might be, want to make sure that they found themselves 

sitting on thrones of this world, one on Jesus’ right and one on his left.  

 

Jesus’ disciples are irritated by the arrogant request of the sons, and Jesus calms their 

irritation by reminding them that the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and 

in the end to give everything, including his life, for the sake of the Kingdom revealed 

only through the Paschal Mystery.  

 

All of this might be a big stretch for us who enjoy the pleasures of this world and our 

creature comforts. Would we really give the shirt off our back if needed? Or the shoes off 

our feet? Or give away your next meal to a stranger, or our bed for the night? Jesus 

teaches us to see beyond our means in this world and seek first the Kingdom of God. Not 

an easy task. However, Christ, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints have proven to us 

time and again that it is possible.  

 

On a personal note, over the last few weeks, I have said good-bye to three significant 

people in my life. First was my adolescent and high school pastor, Father Albert 

Grendler, a priest of the Diocese of Sioux City, a long-time mentor and role model of 

priestly life and ministry. 

 

Then, Bob Shine, one of the first people I met upon my arrival to Saint Meinrad. His wife 

Pindy was Catholic and Bob was not. Over the years, Bob attended church with Pindy 

and when asked by the right person he made his Profession of Faith, though late in life, 

he completed the Sacraments of Initiation finding the peace of Christ found only in the 

Eucharist. Over the years, he was a mentor in business, finance and philanthropic 

ventures. For me, Bob was a man who taught me about today’s gospel by the way he 

lived and related to others and lived out his last years after his Pindy’s death. He had 

everything, yet lived simply and was inconspicuously generous with his time, knowledge 

and treasure, a gentleman through and through.  

 

And this past week, a dear friend, spiritual and civic mentor for me, Othmar Ringeman. 

Othmar lived a full life and in the end found love to be the greatest of gifts. I was honored 

to preside and preach at his Funeral Mass on Tuesday. Eternal rest grant unto them, O 

Lord. And let perpetual light shine upon them.  

 



 

 

A Message from Archbishop Thompson: 2018-2019 United Catholic Appeal  

 

At all Masses this weekend, we will view a message from Archbishop Thompson inviting 

us to once again support the archdiocesan annual appeal, Christ our Hope: All for the 

Sake of Others. In the next few days, all adult registered parishioners will be receiving 

via the US Mail an invitation to renew your annual gift or to begin giving an annual, 

quarterly or monthly gift to support the archdiocese’s ministries, including Catholic 

Charities Tell City. As the annual appeal begins again for 2018-2019, I offer the same 

challenge. Please take time to talk about the appeal with your family. What can you do to 

support the archdiocesan-wide ministries? Pray about it, and direct your gift by marking 

where you feel your financial resources will best make an impact. I offer my gift 

monthly, reflecting my age. I give $43 a month, both as a member of St. Boniface and St. 

Meinrad, totaling $86 a month while continuing to give my monthly tithe of $100 to St. 

Boniface and $100 to St. Meinrad. I believe in the good work the archdiocese engages, 

and I direct to Catholic Charities Tell City and to the fund to support the formation and 

education of future priests.  

 

You, too, can direct your gift to remain local. Attached to your envelope and in your 

weekly mailing you will receive an envelope and pledge card. If you have never given to 

the appeal, I ask you to consider giving this year. Possible measures on how much to 

give: the cost of a tank of gas in your primary vehicle or the cost of what a meal out with 

your family might be.  

 

Gratitude Thanks to Father Paul for covering all the Masses this weekend. I am resting 

for a few days. I ask that you keep me and others in our parish family and community 

who struggle with good health in your prayers.  

 

Update Throughout this week I will be meeting with all the members of the pastoral staff 

to share with them the finalized work the pastoral council and I have engaged in over the 

past three years. Since 2015, the Pastoral Council has been engaged in a process for 

strategic planning to help focus parish life for our parish family, its mission, and the use 

of our short-term and stabilization of our long-term resources.  

 

In 2017, St. Meinrad Parish engaged the expertise of Johnson, Grossnickle and 

Associates to help discern and finalize the possibility of forming a strategic plan for a 

Parish Activity Center. As part of this process, a survey was taken and interviews 

conducted, aiding me and the pastoral staff in what the needs of the current staff are, and 

to establish a composite of the current and future needs of the parish, and also what 

parishioner expectations for customer service are when relating to and being supported by 

the pastoral staff and parish coordinators. 

 

Most recently, I have been working with a consultant from Evansville to finalize job 

descriptions and a model to present to the Pastoral Council for approval to restructure the 

use and focus of our current staff. I ask for your prayers during this time of 



implementation, and I look forward to working with the staff as we focus and strengthen 

our abilities to utilize our resources and further explore the good work of volunteers to 

animate and support the work we do well and the work we need to do well as a parish 

staff in service to you. 

 

Follow-up Last weekend at the 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Meinrad, I shared with the faithful 

present that it is imperative for us to be vigilant and aware of who our neighbors are, and 

that it is not a sign of weakness to contact law enforcement (by dialing 911) when there is 

vandalism, theft or behavior by others that is suspicious. Over the last few months, we 

have experienced an increase of vandalism on our parish property. Shrine and shrine 

lighting have been tampered with in the cemetery; drug paraphernalia has been found on 

parish property and in church restrooms. Last weekend, there was damage to stone grave 

markers in our parish cemetery.  

 

And in the larger community for some time now, I have been listening to patterns of facts 

develop with repetition: fuel, gas caps, car batteries and items from people’s vehicles 

have been taken without permission or tampered with. Also, individuals have shared with 

me that on occasion individuals believe that their home or apartment and personal 

medications have been tampered with or taken. Often what I hear is that an individual 

does not want to be the one to contact law enforcement or to stir up trouble.  

 

Friends, it is important for us to inform the proper authorities when the rhythm of life in 

this rural setting, an unincorporated township, is compromised. If we are not 

communicating, meeting our neighbors, holding civil authorities accountable and turning 

our porch lights on in the evening, our message to those offending is that we will tolerate 

the mishap and menacing by our passive and stubborn response.  

 

Law enforcement has to hear uninterrupted and consistent messages from 47577. Please 

be proactive and responsible for yourself, your property and for those you care for. If no 

one is hearing from us, then all seems to be summed up in the phrase often shared among 

family and friends: everything is just fine. 

 

Final Words  Have a great weekend! All Saints and All Souls Days are upon us. I look 

forward to praying with you at Masses and in cemeteries throughout these days.   

 

Wednesday, October 31  

 6:00 PM  All Saints Day Vigil Mass SB Church 
 

Thursday, November 1 – All Saints Day  (Holy Day of Obligation)  

 4:30 PM  Cemetery Prayer Service SB Cemetery 

 5:00 PM  All Saints Soup Supper Parish Center  
   

Friday, November 2 – All Souls Day 

 7:30 AM All Souls Day Mass SM Church 

 4:30 PM  Cemetery Prayer Service SM Cemetery 
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